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Water supply
'won’t cope’
- with new homes

Flgesitg Novesber 8, 2005, FKE )

WWater companies are
doing too little to prepare
for impact of new homes in
Ashford, report warns

by Paul Francis
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A HARD-HITTING report
by county councillors has
warned water supplics niay
not bi enough (o cipe with
thit increased demand caussd
by the aren’s rising population
and the constroetinn of 0,000
houses over the next 20 VE@ArsS,
The report follows a detatlad
Investigation by a LrOSs-party
Committes of colneillors int
the pimpact of the devlop
ment of Ashiord on both wa:
ler quality and water supply.
Councillors also kit ot at
the Environment Agency, say.
Ing it too had tlone oo Httle o

address the jssuss of Nooding
and water quality:

The report warns that 13-
less the Environment Agency
Improves kow weisie water is
msngred, the quality of water
in the River Stour is lkely 1o
be a “serious problem”,

Drought

County Hall lesders say the
Enviromment Ageney is tirn-
Jngnblmde'wmmethmat

Cllr Diaviel Hirst (Con), whe
Jointly chaired the inguiry,
snid the continuing drough
meant no more waler shoudd
be taken from the Sﬁ&m Hn

tar am totally unowars the
Environment Agency has oy
‘Plan B "

The report states: “The over.
all impression,, is that plins
for demad management, wa.
FEr resouros divelopment aned
Wastewater disposal provision
atiould be more closely linked
b plens for growtly”

There was e Evidonen
that plans g improve wator
suppllog wers “smynchronised
with, or linked to, the pace of
growth in Ashiord™,

Ashiford Lounty  councillor
Derek Smiyth. who was on tha
panel, siid 54 Eurnpeny diree.

revedled enuncillors bepnn  Hve on water Huality eoming
unable to determine if pither  into foree in 2008 would com.
the Environment Agency or - pel the Ageney to do more 1]
witler campanies had any pon. bmprove watey quinlity;
tingeney plans, “It will not be able 1y it in-
CThis time next year we uein the way it has he said,
could be in a quite critical  The Inquiry recommended
Kituation. All sorts of issues  thiat KOO takes thie lead in set-
need o be nddiessed before g up & task fores diedicatad
we consider tiking more wgo o protecting the River Stour
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