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M Artists' Impressions of tha planned eco-
friendly ZED Homes davelopment off Victoria
Road, Seuth Ashford

Eco-homes
powered
by wind
and sun

A proposal for flats powered by biofuels,
wind and solar energy in South Ashford is
being considered.

by Sarah Linney
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PLANS for arournd 1,000 ece-friendly homes which
would use only renewable energy were rovoiled in
Ashford's eouneil chamber last Wednesday,

A blofuel plant, solar panels and wind turbines
would power thie ghops and flats proposed for land
in South Ashford between Gasworks Line, Vietoria
Hoad and Leacon Road,

Plinits would grow on reoftops and cascade down
the sides of bulldings up to 13 storeys high being
plonned by ZED Homes, |

Giiles Downis, [von architects Sidell Gibson, said;
“The intention is to have zero fossil energy and
e It as groen iy possible.”

All the water used in the buildings would be recy-
clod aned re-used to flush tollats or water plants.

The developers also aim to encourage people
to uge thelr cars less by promoting earsharing
and providing cool boxes where food ordered on
the internet can be delivered and stored until it
is collected,

However, 10 per cent of homes would have parking
ppaees and there woutlid bi a publie car park.

A planning application for the development has
bean gubmitted to the councll.

Renewable

7LD managing director Michael Shwartz told
councillors that Ashford was being given the
opportunity to lead the way in the uss of ranow-
able energy.

*Thia is the only wiy to keep low-cost housing and
allow first-time buyers to move in," be added,

"The big house builders are building boxes and
hoxes and it 1s Hnse to stop,”

Mr Downes said the plans had been changed to
make development less dense and reduce the hetght
of the buildings, most of which would have no more
thin glx atoreys,

He said the 13-storey building had been included
to reduce the density and avold a solid wall of build-
Ings along the rallway line,

Cllr Bruce Claridge asked if lotting the develop-
ment go right up to the riverbank would affect
wildlife, but Mr Downes said a reed bed would be
planted so habitats would not be destroyed.

‘ The intention is to have zero
fossil energy ,



