By Kent on Sunday

reporter

VILLAGERS affected by a scheme
for a £1 billion research and devel-
opment centre have questioned
whether two councils should have
given enthusiastic support for the

project.

They say the schome [lies in the fice of local
authority development pledges

Imperial College London wants to develop a

d-class soence resoarch and manufac-
turing facility” with sssociated housing in
Wye, a village of just 2,500 people in the North
Downs Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty.

Ashford Borough Councl and Kent County
Coundil signed a “concordat” with Imperial
College announcing the project

Paul Carter, lander of KCOC, said Imperinl’s

for Wye were »mnmruﬁ.l) important to

L dnd its economy” and Paul Clokis, leader

of Ashiord Borough Council, said the authoni-

ty was “delightid to be associated with such

an uupinng vision for the future of the Wye
campus”,

The village's website journal said last week
that the community was “in shock™ after the
“bombshell” announcement

Wye Parigh Counal chairman John Hoddes
and the Kent branch of the Campuign to

Protéct Rural England (CPRE} have both
questioned whether Ashford Borough Council,
the local planning suthonty, and KCC should
have lauded the ii..|-.v- | College proposal
before seeiny any detalled plins
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HEADING INTO TROUBLED WATERS: The tranquility of Wye could be shattered by a huge science park.
‘A billion-pound development is going to crush the life out of a village,’ said Dr Paul Burnham (right).
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“It seems W me thal rgorous planmng
jpdgement needs to be disinterested and

Ashford Borough Council has fundamentally

publicly dedared that it 5 in fact interested

and that it supports the project and wants it to

succeed
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Imperial Colloge suid: “Impernial Colloge has
undertaken to consult and engage with stake-
haolders (o shape the emorging proposals,

“This is the start of a long process and we
will keep residents updated on Progress,
beginning with a meeting in January”

Mr Hill said Ashiord council had “for som#
time been at the forcfront of engnging the
community in planning”

A KCC spokesman said: “Under the Local
Governmént Act we have g duty o look after
the social, economic and enviranmental well-
being of the county.

“Our plans for the future have always been

o find lngh-quality jobs for East Kent. 1f this
became s world centre of the kind envisaged it
would attresct vEry hlﬁ{i-‘*ﬂlhli.‘i_\ jobss for the
ocal arce. The altemative is that Wye at the
moment is low on students and who knows




what the future could be thers? The planming
application would be determined by Ashford,
we would be a consultee

‘We realise that there would have to be
extreme care tiken with it and are fully aware
of the Area of Outstanding Natural Beaoty at
“‘II\'-.'.

“Our record on protection of the environ-
ment stands the test.”

Yat village resident Dy Paul Burnham, who
lectured in soil scence at Wye College for 36
vears, told KoS: “A billion-pound development
is, ipso faclo, going 1o crash the life out of u vil-
lage of 2,600 nnd its attractive environment

"We have o carefully considersad zoning pol-
ey in ploce; we have an Area of Outstanding
Natural Beauty: there's a local plan, a village
envelope and allocations of land for education-
al development, but essentially none fox
industry These things were carefully thougii
out in a dispassionate way before this propos-
il came along and ought to be ndhered to, in
my View

“The much better-sited Trimty College sci-
enem fin Ashford] showed what really
happens when a developer is o geographically
remote academic establishment. The link
hecomes purely financial and the components
industrial and commercinl units, which could
st s weell be sited elsowhers and are not at
all appropriate to Wye

"We shouldn't be dazzled by the efminence ol
the developer; which seoms to be happening.
After all, Trinity College 38 very prestigious
with selentific credentials going back to Sir
Isnne Newton, but we have before our eyes
whiat happened when they developed their bit
of farmland ns & science park, 8o we shouldn't
be starry-eved "

Passionate

Ann Sutherland, whe chairs the Wye
Business Associntion, said: “We have had three
presentations heve in Wye by Ashford Borough
Couneil regurding the Asldord Greater Plan.

One of them wos held at the college. “We
were allowed to nsk questions, we saw won-
derful designs and on all three ovcasions the
guestion was asked ‘Are there any for
development to go on this side of Ashford™ nnd
three times the ropresentatives of Ashford
Borough Couneil sail ‘No™

Mrs Sutherland added: “Jobs are needed,
but at the same time we nesd countryside, We
have n restloss and disturbed society and they
need places to go to find & it of serenity and
peace. That is equally important

"As an artist | get really passionale about
the countryside, but you have only gol to look
at the other side of Ashford to see what n mess
they have made of it.”

She also claimed that a possible outeome
wonld be new housing bul no science park
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DOES THE BELL TOLL FOR WYE? Life in
the village could become very different

“If they =oll off the land o build houses,
which fits mcely into John Prescott’s plan,

whast, guarantee hiave we got that they are
going to go forward with the seience park? We
huven't. The concordat is not o legal L

it is purely o gentlemen’® ugreement
between the three parties.”

Askeed if the sale of land for housing would
be the major source of finance for the stence
park scheme, an lmperial College
said: *Ts too early to tell. We would of course
ok from sources (hoth

funding Rgovernment
UK and Europe), research endowments und

“lmpenial hus & strong track record in spin-
ning out companies from its research and
heensing s inventions to gain a return on its
intellectual aetivities”

Diavid Hill saud it wus "too early to say exact-
l_vlﬁow many jobs will bo created or where they
will go™.

"It s never been envisaged that all of the
jobs would be located in Wye itself Indeed,
that would be most unlikely, Instead they will
Iw spread across the barough and neighbour-

ing distriets.”




